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LIFE OF THE REV. 


WILLIAM TENNENT. 


(Continued from page 10.) 


THE writer of these memoirs 
‘Was greatly interested by these 
ancommon events; and, ona fa- 
vorable occasion, earnestly pres- 
sed Mr. Tennent for a minute 
account of what his views and 
apprehensions were, while he lay 
in this extraordinary state of sus- 
pended animation. He discov- 
ered great reluctance to enter in- 
to any explanation of his percep- 
tions and feelings at this time ; 
but, being importunately urged 
to do it, he at length consented, 
and proceeded with a solemnity 
not to be described. 

“ While I was conversing with 
tay brother,” said he,*** on ‘the 
state of my soul, and the fears I 
had entertained for my future 
welfare, | found myself in an in- 
tant, in another state of exis- 
tence, under the direction of a su- 
perior being, who ordered me to 
follow him. . 1 was. accordingly 
waited along, I know not how, 
til I beheld at a distance an in- 
effable glory, the impression of 
which on my mind it is impossi- 
ble to communicate to mortal 
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man. lIimmediately reflected on 
my happy change, and thought, 


Well, blessed be God! I am safe 
at last, notwithstanding all my 


fears. I saw an innumerable : 


host of happy beings, surrounds 
ing the inexpressible glory, id 
acts of adoration and joyous wor- 
ship ; but I did not see any bod- 


ily shape or representation in the 


glorious appearance. I heard 
things unutterable. I heard their 


songs and hallelujahs of thanks- 
giving and praise, with unspeak- 
able rapture. I felt joy unntter- 
able and full of glory. I then 
applied to my conductor, and re- 
quested leave to join the happy 
throng. On which he tapped me 
on the shoulder and said, ‘ You 
must return totheearth.? This 
seemed like a sword through my 
heart. In awinstant I recollect 
to have seen my brother stand- 

before me,: disputing with 
the doctor. The three days, du- 
ring which I had appeared life 
less, seemed to me not more than 
ten or twenty minutes. The idea 
of returning to this world of sor- 
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row and trouble, gave me such a 
shock, that I fainted repéatedly.”’ 
He added, “‘ Such was the effect 
on my mind of what I had seen 
and heard, that if it be possible 
for a human being to live entire- 
ly above the world and the things 
of it, for some time afterwards I 
was that person. - The ravishing 
sounds of the songs and hallelu- 
jahs that Iheard, and the very 
words that were uttered, were 
not cut of my ears, when awake, 
for at least three years. All the 
kingdoms of the earth were in my 
sight as nothing and vanity ; and 
sO great were my ideas of heav- 
enly glory, that nothing, which 
did not,.in some measure, relate 
to it, could command my seri- 
ous attention.’’* 


* The author has been particularly 
solicitous to obtain every confirmation 
of this extraordinary event in the life 
of Mr. Tennent. He, accordingly, 
wrote to every person he could think 
of, likely to have conversed with Mr. 
T.onthesubject. He received sev- 
eral answere ; but the followmg let- 
ter from the worthy successor of Mr. 
T. in’ the ‘pastoral charge. of his 
church, willanswer for the author’s 
purpose. 





- * Monmouth, N. F. Dec. 10, 1805. 
* DrarStir, 
‘‘ Agreeably to your request, I 
now send youin writing the remark- 
able account, which Isometime since 


gave you verbally, respecting your. 


good friend, my worthy predecessor, 


the late Rev. William Tennent, of 


this place. In a very free and feeling 
conversation on religion, and on the 
future rest and blessediess of the peo- 

ple of God, (while travelling together 
frond Monmouth 'to Princeton) I men- 
tioned to Mr. Tennent that I) should 
be highly gratified in Hearing, from 
his own mouth, an account of the 


trance which he was said to have been 
in, unless the relation would be disa- 
sreeable to himself, 


After a shert si- 
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sunk under it. 
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It is not surprising, that after 
so affecting an account, strong 
solicitude should have been felt 


anes ———— a 


lence, he proceeded, saying, ‘that he 
had been sick with a fever; that the 
fever increased, and he by degrees 
After some time (as 
his friends informed him) he died, or 
appeared to die, in the same manne; 
as persons usually do; that in laying 
him out, one happened to draw his 
hand under the left arm, and perceiv- 
ed asmall tremour in the ficsh ; that 
he was laid out, and was cold and 
stiff. The time for his funeral was 
appointed and the people collected ; 
but a young doctor his particular 
friend, pleaded with great earhestness 
that he might not then be buried, as 
the tremour underthe arm continued ; 
that his broiher Giibert, became im- 
pauent with the young gentleman, 
and said to him,‘ What / a man not 
dead whois cold and stiffas a stake |” 
The importunate yeung friend, how- 
ever prevailed ; another day was ap- 
pointed for she burial, and the people 
separated, During this interval many 
means were made use of to discover, 
if possible, some symptoms of life, but 
none appeared excepting the tremour, 
The doctor never lefi him for thre 
nights andthree days, The people 
again met to bury him, but could not 
even then obrain the consent of hi: 
friend, who pleaded for one hour 
more; and when that was gone, he 
pleaded for half an hour, and then for 
a quarter of an hour; when just ar 
the end of this pericd, on which hung 
his last hope, Mr. Tennent opened his 
eyes... They then pried open his mouth 
which was stiff, so as to get a quill in- 
toit, through which some liquid was 
conveyed finto the stomach, and he by 
degrees reco + ed. 

‘« This accoun:, asintimated before, 
Mr. Tennent said he had received 
from hisfriends. I said to him, ‘ Si, 
you seem to be one indeed raised from 
the dead, and may tell us what it is io 
die, and what you were sensible ot 
while in that state.’ He replied in 
the following words: * As to dying— 
I foumd my fever increase, and I be- 
came weaker and weaker, until, a// at 
once, | found myself in heaven, as ! 
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for further information as to the 


thought. LIsaw no shape as to ue 
Deity, but glory all unutterable !” 
Here he paused, as though unable to 
find words to express his views, let 
his bridle fall, and lifting up his hands, 
proceeded,‘ Ican say, as St. Paul 
did, I heard and I saw things all un- 
utterable ! I saw a great. multitude 
before this glory, apparently in the 
height of bliss, singing most melodi- 
easly. I was transported with my 
Own situation, viewing all my troubles 
ended, and my rest and glory begun, 
and was about to join the great and 
happy multitude, when one came to 
me,looked me full in the face, laid 
his hand upon my shoulder, and said, 
* You must go back.’ These words 





“wvent through me; nothing could 


have shocked me more; I cried our, 
Lord must I go back! With this 
shock I opened my eyes in this world. 
When I saw I was in the work, I 
fainted, then came to, and fainted for 
several times, as one probably would 
naturally have done in so weak a situ- 
ation.’ 

‘*Mr. Tennent further informed 
me, that he had so entirely lost the 
recollection ofhis past life, and the 
benefit of his former studies, thar he 
gould neither understand what was 
spoken to him, nor write, nor read his 
ownname, That he had to begin all 
anew, and did not recollect that he had 
ever read before, until he had again 
learned his letters, and was able to 
pronounce the monosyllables, such as 
thee and thou. But, that as his 
Strength returned, which was very 
slowly, his memory also returned. 
Yet, notwithstanding the exreme fee- 
bleness of his situation, his recollection 
of whathe saw and heard while in 
heaven, as he supposed, and the sense 
of divine things, which he there ob- 
tained, continued all the time in their 
full strength, sothat he was continu- 
allyin something like an ecstasy of 
mind. * And,’ said he, ‘ for three 
years the sense of divine thingscon- 
tinued so great, and every thing else 
appeared so completely vain, when 
compared to heaven, that could I have 
had the world for stuoping dows for 
+t, L believe I should not have thought 
of doing it,’ ’! 
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words, or at least the subjects of 
praise and adoration, which Mr. 
Tennent had heard. But when he 
was requested to communicate 
these, he gave a decided negative, 
adding, * You will know them, 
with many other particulars here- 
after, as you will find the whole 
among my papers ;” alluding to 
his intention of leaving the wrt- 
ter hereof his executor, which 
precluded any further solicita~ 
tion.* 

The pious and candid reader 
is left to his own reflections on 
this very extraordinary occur~ 
rence. The facts have been sta 
ted, and they are unque&tionable, 
The writer will only ask, wheth- 
er it be contrary to revealed truth, 
or to reason, to believe, that im 
every age of the wor!d instane 
ces like that which is here records 
ed, have occurred, to furnisl) 
living teftimony of the reality of 
the invisible world, and of the in- 
finite importance of eternal con- 
cerns? 





*It was so ordered, in the course 
of Divine Providence, that the wri- 
ter was sorely disappointedin his ex- 
pectation of obtaining the papers here 
alluded to. Such, however, was the 
will of Heaven! Mr. Tennent’s death 
happened curing the revolutionary 
war, when the enemy separated the 
writer from him,-so as to render it 
impracticable to atrend him on a dy- 
ing bed; and before it was possible to 


get to his house after his death, (the 


writer being with the American ar- 
my at the Valley-Forge) his son came 
from Charleston, and took his mother, 
and his father’s papers and property, 
and returned to Carolina, Abour 50 
miles From Charleston, the son was 
suddenly taken sick, and died among 
entire strangers; and never since, 
though the writer was also left execu- 
tor to ‘he son, could any trace of the 
father’s papers be discovered by him. 
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As soon as circumstances would 
permit, Mr, Tennent was licen- 
sed, and began to preach the ev- 
erlasting gospel with great zeal 
and success, The death of his 
brother John,f who had been 
some time settled as minister of 
the Presbyterian church at Free- 
hold, in the county of Monmouth, 
New- Jersey, left that congrega- 
tion in adestitute state. They 
had experienced so much spirit- 
ual benefit from the indefatigable 
labours, and pious zeal of this 
able minister of Jesus Christ, that 
they soon turned their attention 
to his brother, who was received 
on trial, and after one year, was 
found to beno unworthy succes- 
Sor to so excellent a predecessor. 
In October, 1733, Mr. Tennent 
was resulariy ordained their pas- 
tor, and continued so through 
the whole of a pretty long life ; 
one of the best proofs of ministe- 
rial fidelity. 

Although his‘salary was small, 
(it is thought under 100/) yet the 
glebe belonging to the church 
was an excellent plantation, on 
which he lived, and which, with 
care and good farming, was ca- 
pable of maintaining a family 
with comfort. But his inatten- 





+ The following entry in the rec- 
erds of the church at Freehold, shows 
the opinion of that church with re- 
gard to Mr. John Tennent’s useful- 
ness. 

‘‘Lord’s day, April 23d, 1732. 
The Reverend and dear Mr. John 
Tennent departed this life between 
eight and nineo’clock this morning. 

A mournful providence, and cause 
of great humiliation to this poor con- 
gregation, to be bereaved in the flow- 
er of youth, of the most laborious, 
successful, well qualifed, pious pastor 
this age afforded, though but a youth 
of 25 years, 5 monthsand 11 days ef 
age,” 
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tion to the things of this world 
was so great, that he left the 
management of his temporal 
concerns wholly to a faithful ser- 
vant, in whom he placed great 
confidence. After a short time 
he found his worldly affairs were 
becoming embarrassed. His 
steward reported to him that he 
was in debt to the merchant be- 
tween 20/. and 30/, and he knew 
of no means of payment, as the 
crops had fallen short. Mr. 
‘Tennent mentioned this to an m- 
timate friend, a merchant of New 
York, who was’on a visit at his 
house. 
this mode of life would not do, 
that he must get a wife, to attend 
to his temporal affairs, and to 
comfort his leisure hours by con- 
jugat endearments. He smiled 
at the idea, and assured him, it 
never could be the case, unless 
some friend would provide one 
for him, for he knew not how to 
goaboutit. His friend told him 
he was ready to undertake the 
business ; that he had a sister in 
law, an excellent woman of preat 
piety, a widow, cof his own age, 
and one peculiarly suited in all 
respects to his character and cir- 
cumstances. Inshort, that she 
was every thing he ought to look 
for; and if he would go with 
him to New-York the next day, 
he would settle the negotiation 
for him. ‘To this he soon as- 
sented. The next evening found 
him in that city, and before noon 
the day after, he was introduced 
to Mrs. Noble. He was much 
pleased with her appearance ; 
and, when left alone with her, ab- 
ruptly told her, that he supposed 
her brother had informed her of 
his errand ; that neither his time 
nor inclination would suffer him 


His friend told him thai” 
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to use much ceremony $. but that 
ifshe approved the measure he 
would attend his. charge on the 
next sabbath, and return on Mon- 
day, be married and immeditely 
take her home. ‘The lady with 
some hesitation and difficulty, at 
last consented, being convinced 
that his situation and circum- 
stances rendered it proper. Thus, 
in one week she found herself 
mistress of his house. She prov- 
ed a most invaluable treasure to 
him, more than answering every 
thing said of her by an affection- 
ate brother. She took the care of 
his temporal-concerns upon her, 
extricated him from debt, and, 
by a happy union of prudence 
and economy, so managed all his 
worldly business, that in a few 
years his circumstances became 
easy and comfortable, Ina word, 
in her was literally fulfilled the 
declaration of Solomon, that **a 
virtuous woman iS a crown to 
her husband, and that her price 
far above rubies.” Besides 
several children who died in in- 
fancy, he had by her three fons, 
who attained the age of man- 
hood; John, who studied physic, 
and died in the West-Indies when 
about thirty three years of age ; 
William, a man of superior char- 
acter, and minister of the Inde- 
pendent church in Charleston, 
South-Carolina, who died the lat. 
ter end of September or begin- 
ning of October, a. p. 1777, a- 
bout thirty seven years old ; and 
Gilbert, who also practised phys- 
ic, and died at Freehold before 
his Father, aged twenty-eight 
years. Few parents could boast 
three sons of a more manly or 
handsome appearance ; and the 
father gave them the most hiber- 
al education that the country 
could afford. 
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Mr. Tennant’s inattention to 
earthly things continued till his 
eldest son was about three years 
old, when he led him out into 
the fields ona Lord’s day after 
public worship. The design of 
the walk was for religious medi- 
tation. As he went along, acci- 
dentally casting his eye on the 
child, athought suddenly struck 
him, and he asked himself this 
question: ** Should God in his 
providence take me hence, what 
would become of this child and 
its mother, for whom I have 
never taken any personal care ta 
make provision ? How can I an- 
swer this negligence to God and 
them ?” The impropriety of his 
inattention to the relative duties 
of life, which God had called 
him to ; and the consideration of 
the sacred declaration, * that he 
who does not provide for his 
own househould, has denied the 
faith, and is worse than -an inf. 
del,” had such an impressive ef= 
fect on his mind, that it almost 
deprived him of his senses. He 
saw his conduct, which before 
he thought arose entirely from a 
deep sense of divine things, in a 
point of light in which he never be- 
forehad viewed it. He immedi- 


ately attempted to return home, 


but so great was his distress, that it 
was with difficulty he could get 
along ; till, all at once, ‘he was 
relieved by as suddenly recurring 
to that text of Scripture, which 
came into his mind with extraore 
dinary force, * But unto the tribe 
of Levi, Moses gave not any ine 
heritance, the tied God of Isra. 
el was their inherttance.” Such 
however, was the effect of this 
unexpected scene on Mr. Ter. 
nent’s mind and judgment, that 
ever afterwards he prudently at- 
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tended to the temporal business 
of life, still, however, in perfect 
subordination to the great things 
of eternity, and became fully 
convinced that God was to be 
faithfully served, as well by dis- 
charging relative duties in his 
love and fear, as by the more im- 
mediate acts of devotion. He 
clearly perceived, that every du- 
ty had its proper time and place, 
as well as motive ; that we had 
a right, and were called of God, 
to eat and drink, and to be prop- 
erly clothed ; and of course that 
care Should be taken to procure 
those things, provided that all be 
done to the glory of God. In 
the duties of a gospel minister, 
however, especially as they rela- 
ted to his pastoral charge, he 
still engaged with the utmost 
zeal and: faithfulness ; and was 
esteemed by all ranks and de- 
grees, as far as his labors .extend- 
ed, as a fervent, useful, and suc- 
cessful preacher of the gospel. 
His judgment of mankind was 
such as to give hima marked su- 
periority, in this respect, over his 
contemporaries, and greatly aid- 
ed him in his ministerial func- 
tions. He was scarcely ever 
mistaken in the character of a 
man with whom he conversed, 
though it was but for a few 
hours. He had an independent 
mind, which was seldom satisfied 
on important subjects without 
the best evidence that was to be 
had. His manner was remarka- 
bly impressive ; and his sermons, 
although seldom polished, were 
generally delivered with such in- 
describable pewer, that he was 
truly an able and successful min- 
ister of the New Testament. He 
could say things from the pulpit, 
which, if said by almost any oth- 
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er man, would have been thought 
a violation of propriety. But by 
him they were celivered in a 
manner so peculiar to himself, 
and so extremely impressive, that 
they seldom failed to please and 
to instruct. As an instance of 
this, the following anecdote is 
given, of the truth of which the 
writer was a witness. 

Mr. ‘Tennent was passing 
through a town in the state of 
New-Jersey, in which he was a 
stranger, and had never preach- 
ed, and stopping at a friend’s 
house to dine, was informed, that 
it was a day of fasting and pray-~ 
er in the congregation,on account 
of avery remarkable and severe 
drought, which threatened the most 
dangerous consequences to the 
fruitsoftheearth. His friend had 
just returned from church, and 
the intermission was but half an 
hour. Mr. Tennent was request- 
ed to preach, and with great dif- 
ficulty consented, as he wished to 
proceed on his journey. At 
church the people were surprised 
to see a preacher, wholly un- 
known to them, and entirely un- 
expected, ascend the pulpit. His 
whole appearance, being in a 
travelling dress, covered with 
dust, wearing an old fashioned 
large wig, discolored like his 
clothes, and a long meagre vis- 
age, engaged their attention, and 
excited their curiosity. On his 
rising up, instead of ia pts: to 
pray, as was the usual practice, 
he looked around the congrega- 
tion, with a piercing eye and ear- 
nest attention, and after a min- 
ute’s profound silence, he addres- 
sed them with great solermnity im 
the following words: ‘My be- 
loved brethren ! I am told you 
lave come here to-day to {ast 
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and pray ; a very good work in- 
deed, provided you have come 
with a sincere desire to glorify 
God thereby. But if your de- 
sign is merely to comply with a 
customary practice, or with the 
wish of your church officers, you 
are guilty of the gvreatest fol- 
ly imaginable, as you had much 
better have staid at home, and 
earned your three shillings and 
sixpence.* But if your minds 
are indeed impressed with the so- 
lemnity of the occasion, and you 
are really desirous of humbling 
yourselves before Almighty God, 
your heavenly Father, come, join 
with me, and let us pray.”” This 
had an effect so uncommon and 
extraordinary on the congrega- 
tion, that the utmost seriousness 
was universally manifested. The 
prayer and the sermon ad¢ged 
greatiy to the impressions already 
made, and tended to rouse the 
attention, influence the mind, 
command the affections, and in- 
crease the temper, which had 
been so happily produced. Ma- 
ny had reason to bless God for 
this unexpected visit, and to reck- 
en this day one of the meee of 
their lives.+ : 





* At that time, the stated price for 
a day’s labor. 


+The writer, having requested of 
the present Rev. Dr. William M, 
Tennent a written account of an au- 
ecdote relative to his uncle, which he 
had once heard him repeat verbally, 
received in reply the folloaving letter : 


‘s Abington, Fan. 11th, 1806, 


4 Sra, 

‘ The anecdote of my venerable 
at ay the Rev. William Tennent, 
of Freehold, which you wished me to 
send to you, is as follows: 

‘*Durmg the great reyival of reli- 
gion, which took place under the min- 
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While on this subject, we may 
introduce another anecdote of 
this wonderful man, to show the 





istry of Mr. Whitefield, and others 
distinguished for their piety and zeal 
at that period, Mr. Tennent was la- 
boriously active, and much engaged to 
help forward the work 5; in the per- 
formance of which he met with strong 
and powerful temptations. The fol- 
lowing is related, as received, in sub- 
stance, from his own lips, and may be 
considered as extraordinary and sin- 
gularly striking, 

‘On the evening preceding public 
worship, which was to be attended the 
next day, he selected a subject for the 
disceurse which was to be delivered, 
and made seme progress in his prepa- 
rations. In the morning, he resumed 
the same subject, with an intention 
to extend his thoughts further on it, 
but was presently assaulted with a 
temptation that the Bib'e, which he 
then held in his hand, was not of di- 
vine authority, but the invention of 
man. He instantly endeavored to re- 
pel the temptation by prayer, but his 
endeavors proved unavailing, Ths 
temptation continued, and fastened 
upon him with greater strength, as the 
time advanced for public service. He 
lost all the thoughts, which he had on 
his etbject the preceding evening. He 
tried other subjects, but could get no- 
thing for the people. The whole book 
of God, under that distressing state of 
mind, was a sealed book to him 3 and 
to add to his affliction, he was, to_use 
his own words, ‘shut ub in prayer.” 
A cloud, dark as that of Egypt, op- 
pressed his mind. 

‘*Thus agonized in spirit, he pro- 
ceeded to the church, where he found 
alarge congregation assembled, and 
waiting to hear the werd: and then 


it was, he observed, that he was more 


deeply distressed than ever, znd espe- 
cially for the dishonor, which he fear- 
ed would fall upon religion. through 
him, thatday. He resolved, howev- 
er, to attempt the service. He introe- 
duced it by singing a psalm, during 
which time his agitations were m- 
creased tothe highestdegree. When 
the moment for prayer commenced, 
he arose, as one in the most.perilous 
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dealings of God with him, and 


the deep contemplations of his 


mind. He was attending the du- 
ties of the Lord’s day in his own 
congregation as usual, where the 
custom was to have morning and 
evening service with only a half 
hout’s intermission to relieve the 
attention. He had preached in 
the morning, andin the intermis- 
sion had walked into the woods 
for meditation, the weather be- 
ing warm. He was reflecting 
on the infinite wisdom of God, 
as manifested in all his works, 
and particularly in the wonder- 
ful method of salvation, through 
the death and sufferings of his 
beloved Son. ‘This subject sud- 
denly opened on his mind with 
such a flood of light, that, his 
views of the glory and the infi- 





and painful situation, and with arms 
extended to the heavens, began with 
this outcry, * Lord, have mercy upon 
me/? Uponthe utterance of this pe- 
tition he was heard; the thick cloud 
instantly broke away, and an unspeak- 
abty joyful light shone in upon his 
soul,’so that his spirit seemed to be 


caught up to the heavens, and he felt 


us though he saw God, as Moses did 
on the mount, face to face, and was 
carried forth to him, with an enlarge- 
ment greater than he had ever before 
experienced, and on every page of 
the Scriptures. saw his diyinity in- 
scribed in brightest colors. The re- 
sult wis a deep solemnity on the face 
of the whole congregation, and the 
house at the end ef the prayer wasa 
Bochim. Ue gave them the subject 
of his evening meditations, which was 
broughrto his full remembrance, with 
an overflowing abundance of other 
weighty and solemn matter. The 
Lord blessed the discofrse, so that tt 
proved the happy means of the con- 
version of about thirty persons.’ This 
day hespoke of, ever afverwards, as 
his harvest day. 
‘© Tam yours with esteem, 
ss Wittram M. Tenvent.”’ 
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nite majesty of Jehovah, were so 
inexpressibly great, as entirely to 
overwhelm him, and he fell al- 
most lifeless, to the ground. 
When he had revived a little, all 
he could do was to raise a fer- 
vent, prayer, that God would 
withdraw himself from him, or 
that he must perish under a view 
of his ineffable glory. When a- 
ble to reflect on his situation, he 


-could not but abhor himself as a 


weak and despicable worm, and 
seemed.to be overcome with as- 
tonishment, that a creatnre so un- 
worthy and insufficient, had ever 
dared to attempt the instruct‘ar~ 
of his fellow men in the nature 
and attributes of so glorious a 
Being. Overstaying his usual 
time, some of his elders went in 
search of him, and found him 
ptpstrate on the ground, unable 
to rise, and incapable of inform- 
ing them of the cause» They 
raised him up, and after some 
time broughthim tothe church; 


.and supported him: to the pulpit, | 


which he ascended on his hands 
and knees, tothe no small aston- 
ishment of the congregation. He 
remained silent a_ considerable 
time, earnestly supplicating Al- 
mighty God (ashe told the wri- 
ter) to hide himself from him, 
that he might be enabled to ad- 
dress his people, who were by 
this time lostin wonder to know 
what had produced this uncom- 
monevent. His prayers were 
heard, and he became able to 
stand up, by holding the desk. 
He now began the most affecting 
and pathetic address, that the 
congregation had ever received 
fromhim. He gave a surpri- 
sing account of the views he had, 
of the ‘infinite wisdom of God, 
and greatly deplored his own in- 
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capacity to speak to them con- 

erning a being so infinitely glo- 
tious beyond all his powers of 
description. He attempted to 
shew something of what had been 
discovered to him of the astonish- 
ing wisdom of Jehovah, of which 
it was impossible for human na- 
ture to form adequate concep. 
tions, He then broke out into: 
so fervent and expressive a pray- 
er, as greatly to surprise the con- 
gregation, and draw tears from 
every eye. A sermon followed, 
that continued the solemn scene, 
ind made very lasting impress- 
forrs on all the hearers. 

The great increase of commu- 
nicants in his church was a good 
evidence of his pastoral care and 
powerful preaching, as it exceed- 
ea that of most churches in the 
synod. But his labours were not 
confined to the pulpit: He was 
indefatigable in his endeavours 
to communicate-in private fami- 
lies a savour of the knowledge of 
spiritual and divine things. In 
his parochial visits he used regu- 
larly to go through his congre- 
gation in order, So as to carry the 
unsearchable riches of Christ to 
every house. Heearnestly press- 
ed it on the consciences of parents 
to instruct their children at home 
by plain and easy questions, so as 
gradually to expand their young 
minds, and prepare them for the 
reception of the more practical 
doctrines of the gospel. 
Mr. Tennent has presented an 
excellent example to his brethren 
in the ministry ; for certain it is, 
that more good may be doné in 
a congregation, by this domestic 
mode of instruction, than any one 
can imagine who has not made 
the trial. Children and servants 
are! in this-way prepared for the 

¥ 
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teachirigs of the sanctuary, and 
to reap the full benefit of the 
word publicly preached. He 
made it a practice in all these vis- 
its to enforce practical religion on 
all, high and low, rich and poor, 
young and old, master and serv- 
ant. To this he was ‘particular. 
ly attentive, it being a favourite 
observation with him, “ that he 
loved a religion that a man could 
live by.’’ 

Mr. Tennent carefully avoided 
the discussion of controversial 
subjects, unless specially called to 
it by particular circumstances, and 
then he was ever ready to assign 
the reason of his faith.. The fol- 
lowing occurrence will shew the 
general state of his mind and feel- 
ings in regard to such subjects,— 
A couple of young clergymen 
visiting at bis house, entered into 
a dispute on the question, at that. 
time much controverted in New- 
England, whether faith or repent- 
ance were first in order, in the 
conversion of a sinner, Not be- 
iag able to determine the point, 
they agreed to make Mr. Tennent 
their umpire, and to dispute the 
subject at length before him. He 
aecepted the proposal, and after 
a solemn debate for some:time, 
his opinion being asked, he very 
gravely took his pipe from his 
mouth, looked out of his window, 
pointed to a man ploughing ona 
hill at some distance, and asked 
the young clergymen. if: they 
knew that man? Op their an- 
swering in the negative, he told 
them it was one of his elders, 
who, to his full conviction, had 
beer a sincere Christian for more 
than thirty years. ‘ Now,’ said 
Mr. Tennent, “ask him, whether 
faith or repentance ¢dme first, 
what do you think he would 
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say 2”? They said they could not 
tell. ‘ Then,” says he, “ I will 
tell you: he would say that he 
cared not which came first, but 
that he had gotthem both. Now, 
my friends, he added, be careful 
that you have both a true faith, 

and a sincere repentance, and do 
not be greatly troubled which 
comes first.” Itis not, however, 
to be supposed by this, that Mr. 
"Fennent was unfriendly to a deep 
and accurate examination of all 
Amportant theological doctrines. 


ary. f 
There were few men more earn- 


est than he to have young cler- 
gymen well instructed and thor- 
oughly furnished for their work. 
‘his indeed was an object on 
which his heart was much set, 
and which he exerted himself 
greatly to promote. 

Mr. Tennent was remarkably 
distinguished for a pointed atten- 
tion to the particular circumstan- 
ces and situation of the afflicted, 
either in body or mind, and would 
visit them with as much care and 
attention as a physician, and fre- 
quently indeed proved an able 
one, to both soul and body. But 
his greatest talent was that of a 
peace-mgker, which he possessed 
in so eminent a degree, that prob- 

bly none have exceeded, and ve- 
ry I have equalled him in it. 
He was sent for, far and near, to 
settle disputes, and heal difficul- 
ties, which arose in congrega- 
tions; and, happily for those 
ébacerned: he was generally suc- 
ceessful. Indeed, he seldom 
would relinquish his object till he 
had accomplished it. 

But while this man of God was 
thus successful in promoting the 
best interests of his fellow -crea- 
tures, and in advancing the glory 
of his Lord and Master, the great 


(Fes. : 


enemy of mankind was not likely 

to observe the destruction of his 

kingdom without making an ef. 

fort to preventit. As he assailed 

our blessed Saviour in the days 
of his flesh, with all his art and 
all his power, so has he always 
made the faithful followers of the 
Redeemer the objects of his in- 
veterate malice. If the good 
man, of whom we write, was 
greatly honoured by peculiar com- 
munications from on_high, he 
was also very often the subject of 
the severe buffetings of that ma- 
lignant and fallen spirit. 

The time of which we are now 
speaking was remarkable for a 
greatrevival of religion,*in which 
Mr. Tennent was considerably 
instrumental, and in which a Mr. 
David Rowland, brought up with 
Mr. Tennent at the Log-College, 
was also very remarkable for his 
successful preaching among all 
ranks of people. Possessing a 
commanding eloquence, as. well 
as other estimable qualities, he 
became very popular, and was 
much celebrated throughout the 
country. His celebrity and suc- 
cess were subjects of very serious 
regret to many careless world- 
lings, who placed all their hap- 
piness in the enjoyment of tempo- 
ral objects, and- considered, and 
represented Mr. Rowland and his 
brethren as fanatics and hypo- 
crites. ‘This was specially appli- 
cable to many of the great men 
of the then province of New Jer- 
Sey, and particularly to the chief 
justice, who was well known for 

1is disbelief of Revelation. There 
was at this time, prowling thro’ 
the country, a noted man by the 
name of Tom Bell, whose know!- 


* Tt was not far Svein A.D, 174 
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edge and understanding were ve- 
ry considerable, and who greatly 
excelled in low art and cunning. 
His mind was totally debased, 
and his whole conduct betrayed a 
soul capable of descending to ev- 
ery species of iniquity. In all 
the arts of theft, robbery, fraud, 
deception and defamation, he was 
so deeply skilled,and so thorough- 
ly practised, that it is believed he 
never had his equal in this coun- 
try. He had been indicted in 
almost every one of the middle 
colonies; but his ingenuity and 
cunning always enabled him to 
escape punishment. This man 
unhappily resembled Mr. Row- 
land in his external appearance, so 
as hardly to be known from him, 
without the most careful exami- 
nation. 

It so happened that Tom Bell 
arrived one evening at a tavern, 
in Princeton, dressed in a dark, 
parson’s gray frock. On his en- 
tering the tavern about dusk, the 
late John Stockton, esq. of that 
town, a pious and respectable 
man, to whom Mr. Rowland was 
well knowa, went up to Bell 
and addressed him as Mr. Row- 
land, and was inviting him to go 
home with him. Bell assured 
him. of his mistake. It was with 
some difficulty that Mr. Stockton 
acknowledged his error, and then 
informed Bell that it had arisen 
from his great resemblance to 
Mr. Rowland. ‘Chis hint was 
sufficient for the prolific genius 
of that notorious impostor. The 
next day Bell went into the coun- 
ty of Hunterdon, and stopped in 
a congregation where Mr. Row- 
land had formerly preached once 
or twice, but where he was not 
intimately known. Here he met 
with a member of the congrega- 
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tion, to whom he introduced him- 
self as the Rev. Mr. Rowland, 
who had preached to them. some 
time before. This gentleman 
immediately invited him to his 
house to spend the week ; and 
begged him, as the people were 
without a minister, to preach for 
them on the next Sabbath, to 
which Bell agreed, and notice 


was accordingly given to the 


neighbourhood. The impostor 
was treated with every mark of 
attention and respect, and a priv- 
ate room was assigned to him as 
a study, to prepare for the Sab- 
bath. The sacred day arrived, 
and he was invited to ride to 
church with the ladies in the fam- 
ily waggon, and the master of 
the house accompanied them on 
an elegant horse. When they 
had arrived near the church, Beli 
on a sudden discovered that. he 
had left his notes in his study, 
and proposed to ride back for 
them on the fine horse, by which 
means he should be abie to return 


in time for the service. This: 


proposal was instantly agreed to, 
and Bell mounted the horse, re- 
turned to the house, rifled the 
desk of his host, and-made off 
with the horse. herever he 
stopped, he called himself the 
Rev. David Rowland. 

At the time this event..took 
place, Messrs. Tennent and Row- 
land_had gone into Pennsylvania 
or Maryland, with Mr. Joshua 
Anderson and Mr. Benjamin Ste- 
vens (both members of a church 
contiguous to that where Bell 
had practised his fraud) on busi- 
ness of a religious nature. Soon 
after their return, Mr. Rowland 
was charred with the above-reb- 
bery. He gave bonds to appear 
at the court at Trcnton, and the 


4a 


affair made a great noise through- 
out the colony. - At the court of 
oyer and -terminer, the judge 
charged the grand jury on the 
Subject with great severity. Af- 
ter long consideration, the jury 
returned into court without find- 
ing a bill. The judge reproved 
them, in an angry manner, and 
ordered them out again. They 
again returned without finding # 
bill, and were again sent out with 
threatenings of severe punish- 

ment if they persisted in their re- 
fusal. At last they agreed, and 
brought in a bill for the alleged 
crime. On the trial, Messrs. 

Tennent, Anderson and Stevens 
appeared as witnesses, and fully 
proved an alidt in favour of Mr. 

Rowland, by swearing, that oa 
the very day on which the robbe- 
ry was committed, they were with 
Mr. Rowland and heard him 
preach, in Pennsylvania or Mary- 
Jand. The jury accordingly ac- 
quitted him without hesitation, 
to the great disappointment and 
mortification: of his proseeutors, 
and of many other enemies to the 
great revival of religion that had 
recentlytaken place; but to the 
great joy uf the serious and well 
disposed. 

The spirits hostile to the’spread 
of the gospel were not, however, 
so easily overcome. ~ In their + 
view, an opportunity was now 
presented, favourable. for inflict- 
ing.a deep-wound on the cause‘ of 
Christianity ; and, as if urged on 
by the malice of man’s-great ene- 
my, they resolved that no means 
should be left untried, no arts un- 


these distinguished servants of 
God. Many and varicus wefe 
the circumstances which still con- 
tributed to inspire Them .. watg 
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-ed to the supreme court ; 
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hopes of success. ‘The testimony: 
of the person who had been rob- 
bed was positive that Mr. Row: 
land was the robber; and this 
testimony was corroborated by 
that of a number of individuals, 
who had seen Tom Bell person- 
ating Mr. Rowland, using his 
name, and in possession of thé 
horse. These sons of Belial had 
been able, after great industry 
used for the purpose, to collect a 
mass of evidence of this kind, 
which they considered as estab. 
lishing the fact ; but Mr. Row- 
land was now out of their power 
by the verdict-of not gutity. Their 
vengeance, therefore, was direct- 
ed against the witnesses, by whose 
testimony he had been cleared ; 
and they were accordingly ar- 
raigned for perjury before a court 
of quarter sessions in the county ; 

and the grand jury received a 


strict charge, the plain import ef 


which was, that these good men 
ought to be indicted. After an 
exammnation of the testimony on 
one side only, as ts the eustor in 


‘such cases, the grand jury did aé- 


cordingly find bills of indictment 
against Messrs. Tennent, Ander- 


‘son-and Stevens, for wilful and 
‘cotrupt perjury: 
and the enemies of the gospel, 
pow begain to triumph. 


Their enemies, 


They 
leried in the belief, that an in- 
idelible stain would be fixed on 


the professors of religion, and of 


consequence ‘on religion itself ; 
and that this néew'light, by which 
they denominated ail appearance 
of piety, would soon be extin- 


guished forever. 
employed, for the destruction of - 


These indictments were remov- 
and 
poor Mr. Andersén, living in the 
county, and conscieus of his en- 
tire innocence, could -not broek 
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the idea of lying under: the odi- 
um of the hateful: crimé of perju- 
ry, and demanded a trial .at the 
first court of oyer and termimer. 
This proved most seriously injus 
rious to him, for he was. pro- 
nounced guilty, and most cruelly 
and unjustly condemned to stand 
ene hour on the court house, steps, 
with a paper on his breast where- 
on was:written, in large letters; 
«« This is for wilful and corrupt 
perjury ;*? which sentence’ was 
executed upon him, 

Messrs ‘Tennent and Stevens 
were summoned to appear at the 
next court ; and attended atcord- 
ingly, depending. on the aid of 
Mr. John Coxe, an eminent law- 
yer, who had been previously 
employed to conduct their de 
fence. As Mr. Tennent was 
wholly unacquainted with the 
nature of forensic litigation, and 
did- not know of any person liv- 
ing who could prove his inno- 
cence, (all the persons who were 
with him being indicted) ‘his only 
resource and consolation was to 
cominit himself to the -Divine 
will, and if he must suffer, to take 
it as from the hand of Ged, who, 
he well knew, could: make even 
the wrath of man to praise him ;* 
and considering it as probable 
that he miz)it suffer, he had pre 
pared a sermon to be preached 
from the pillory, if that should 
be his fate. . On his arrival at 
Trenton, he found the famous 
Mr. Smith, of New-York, father 
of the late chief justice of Canada, 
one cf the ablest lawyers in A- 
merica, and of a religious char> 


er ece 


* His affectionate congregation felt 
deeply interested in his critical situa- 
tion, and kept a day of fasting and 
prayer on the occasion, . 


William Tennent.. £5, 


acter, who had voluntarily at: 

tended to aid in his defence ; alsé 

his brother Gilbert, who was now 

settled in the pastoral charge of 

the second Presbyterian church in 

Philadelphia, and who had bro’t 

Mr. John Kinsey, one of the first 

counsellors of that city, for the 

‘ame purpose. Messrs, ‘Tennent 

and Stevens met thete gentlemen 

at® Mr..Coxe’s the morning before 

the trial was to comeon. = Mr. 

Coxe requested that they would 

bring in their witnesses, that they 
might examine them previously 

to’their going into court. - Mr. 

Tennent answered, that he did 

not know of ‘any witnesses but 

God- and his own conscience, 

Mr. Coxe replied, “If you have 

nomvitnesses, sit, the trial must be 

putoff ; otherwise you most cer 

tainly will be ‘convicted.; You 

well know the stronp testimony 

that will be brought against you, 

and the exertions that aré maki 

to accomplish your ruin’ Mr. 

Tennent replied, “I am sensible 

of all mis, yet it never shall be 

said that T have delayed the trial, 

or been afraid to meet the justice 

of my country. ‘I know my own 

innocence; and that God, whose 

Iam, and whom I serve, will 

hever Suffer me to fall by these 

snates of the devil, or by the’ 
wicked machinatjons of his agents 

or servants. Therefore, eentle: 

men, go on to the trial.” Messrs: 

Smith and Kinséy, who were both © 
religious men, told him that his 
confidence and trust in God asa 
Christian minister of the gospel, 
was well founded, and before & 
heavefily tribunal would be all- 
important to him ; but assured 
him. it would not avail in an 
earthly court, and urged his ¢on- 
sent to put off the trial. Mri 
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Tennent continued inflexible in 
his refusal; on which Mr. Coxe 
told him that, since he was deter- 
mined to go to trial, he had the 
satisfaction of informing him that 
they had discovered a flaw in the 
indictment, which might prove 
favourable to him on a demurrer. 
He asked for an explanation, and 
on finding that it was to admit 
the fact in a legal point of view, 
and rest on the law arising from 
it, Mr. Tennent broke out with 
great vehemence, saying, that this 
was another snare of the devil, 
and before he would consent to it 
he would suffer death. He as- 
sured his counsel that his confi- 
dence in God was so strong, and 
his assurance that he would bring 
about his deliverance in some 
way or other, was so great, that 
he did not wish them to delay the 
trial for a moment. 

Mr. Stevens, whose faith was 
not of this description, and who 
was bowed down to the ground 
under the most gloomy appre- 
hénsions of — suffering, » as his 
neighbour Mr. Anderson had 
done, eagerly seized the opportu- 
nity of escape that was offered, 
and was afterwards discharged 
on the exception. 

Mr. Coxe still urged putting 
off the trial, charging Mr. ‘Fen- 
nent with acting the part rather 
of a wild enthusiast, than of.a 
meek and prudent Christian ; but 
he insisted that they should pro- 
ceed, and left them in astonish- 
ment, not knowing how to act, 
when the bell summoned them to 
coart. 

Mr. Tennent had not walked 
far in the street, before he met a 
man and his wife, who stopped 
him, and asked if His name was 
not Tennent. He answered in 
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the affirmative, and begged to 
know if they had any business 
with him. |The man replied, 
“ You best know.” He told his 
name, and said that he was from 
a certain place (which he men- 
tioned) in Pennsylvania or Ma- 
ryland; that Messrs. Rowland, 
Tennent, Anderson and Stevens 
had lodged either at his house, 
or in a house wherein he and his 
wife had been servants {it is not 
now certain which) at a particu. 
lar time, which he named; _ that 
on the following. day they had 
heard Messrs. Tennent and Row- 
land preach ; that some nights 
before they left home, he and his 
wife waked out of a sound sleep, 
and each told the other a dream, 
which had just occurred, and 
which proved to be the same in 
substance, to wit, that he, Mr. 
Tennent, was at Trenton, in the 
greatest possible distress, and that 
it was in their power, and theirs 
only, to relieve him. Consider- 
ing it as a remarkable dream on- 
ly, they again went to sleep, and 
it was twice repeated precisely in 
the same manner to both of them. 
This made so deep an impression 
on their minds, that they set off, 
and here they were, and would 
know of him what they were to 
do. Mr. Tennent immediately 
went with them to the court 
house, anc his counsel, on exam- 
ining the man and his wife, and 
finding their testimony to be full 
to the purpose, were, as they 
well might be, in perfect aston- 
ishment. Before the trial began, 
another person, of a low charac- 
ter, called on Mr. Tennent, and 
told him that he was so harassed 
in conscience, for the part he had 
been acting tn this prosecution, 
that he could get no rest till he 
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had determined to come and 
make a full confession. He sent 
this man to his counsel also. Soon 
after, Mr. Stockton, from Prince- 
ton, appeared and added his tes- 
timony. In short, they went to 
trial, and notwithstanding the ut- 
most exertions of the ablest coun- 
sel, who had been employed to 
aid the attorney-general against 
Mr. Tennent, the advocates on 
his side so traced every move- 
ment of the defendant on the 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday 
in question, and satisfied the jury 
eo perfectly on the subject, that 


they did not hesitate honourably - 


to acquit Mr. Tennent, by their 
unanimous verdict of not guilty, to 
the great confusion and mortifi- 
cation of his numerous opposers. 
Mr. Tennent assured the writer 
ef this, that during the whole of 
this business, his spirits never fail- 
ed him, and that he contemplat- 
ed the possibility of his suffering 
so infamous a punishment as 
standing in the pillory, without 
dismay, and had made prepara- 
tion, and was fully determined to 
deliver a sermon to the people in 
that situation, if he should be 
placed in tt. 


He went from Trenton to Phi-’ 


ladelphia with his brother, and 
on his return, as he was rising the 
hill at the entrance of Trenton, 
without reflecting on what had 
happened, he accidentally cast 
his eyes on the pillory, which sud- 
denly so filled him with horror as 
completely to unman him, and it 
was with great difficulty that he 
kept himself from falling from 
his horse. He reached the tav- 
ern door in considerable danger, 
was obliged to be assisted to dis- 
mount, and it was some time be- 
tere he could so get the better of 
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his fears and confusion as to pro- 
ceed on his journey. Such is the 
constitution of the human mind ! 
It will often resist, with unshaken 
firmness, the severest external 
pressure and violence ; and some- 
times it yields without reason, 
when it has nothing to fear. Or, 
should we not rather say, such is 
the support which God some- 
times affords to his people in the 
time of their necessity, and such 
the manner in which he leaves 
them to feel their own weakness 
when that necessity is past, that 
all the praise may be given where 
alone it is due ! 

The writer sincerely rejoices, 
that though a number of the ex- 
traordinary incidents in the life 
of Mr. Tennent cannot be vouch- 
ed. by public testimony and au- 
thentic documents, yet the singu- 
lar manner in which a gracious 
God did appear for this his faith- 
ful servant in the time of that 
distress which has just been notic- 
ed, is a matter of public notorie- 
ty, and capable of being verified 
by the-most unquestionable testi- 
mony and records. 

This special instance of the in- 
terference of the righteous Judge 
of all the earth ought to yield 
consolation to pious people in 
seasons of great difficulty and 
distress, where there is none that 
seems able to deliverthem. Yet 
it ought to afford no encourage. 
ment to the enthusiast, who re- 
fuses to use the means of preser- 
vation and deliverance which 
God puts in his power. ‘True 
confidence in God is always ac- 
companied with the use of al! 
lawful means, and with the re- 
jection of all that are unlawful, 


‘It consists in an unshaken belief, 


that while right means are used, 
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God will give that issue which 
shall be most for his glory and 
his people’s good. The extraor- 
dinary occurrence here recorded 
may also serve as a solemn warn- 
ing to the enemies of God’s peo- 
ple, and to the advocates of infi- 
delity, not to strive by wicked 
and deep laid machinations to 





An Enquiry, &c. [Frx. 


oppose the success of the gospel, 
nor to attempt to injure the per- 
sons and characters of those faith 
ful servants of the Most High, 
whom sooner or later he will vins 
dicate, to the unspeakable confu- 
sion of all who have persecuted 
and traduced them. 
(To be continued. ) 
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An Enquiry respecting the duty en- 
joined, 1 Cor. v.11. With such ag 
one no not to eat. 


(Concluded from page 18.) 

I am fully aware, that the o- 
pinion which I have been oppos- 
ing, has been espoused by many 
eminent Divines, and supported 
by arguments which, to say the 
least, have an appearance of plau- 
sibility. ‘To obviate the charge 
of having decided on this import- 
ant subject, without taking a full 
and fait view of it, it. is incum- 
bent on me to take some notice 
of what has been said on_ the op- 
posite side. 
which [ have been endeavouring 
to “eg it has been objected, 
That the word made use of 

in this place in the original, is 
different from the word which is 
used in the institution of the 
Lord’s supper, and different also 
from that which is -used a few 
verses before, where the supper is 
unquestionably brought mtowiew, 
aad which is translated, det us heep 
the feast. In atswer to this, rt 
will be sufficient to @bserve, that 
the same word that is here used, 


To the opinion, 


is used also chap. xi. verses 26, 
27, 28.and 29, where eating at 
the table of the Lord is undenia- 
‘bly intended. 
| 2. Itis objected, that the apos- 
tle himself seems to suppose, that 
the line of conduct which he was 
about to prescribe, respecting an 
offending brother, was very dif- 
ferent from that which might be 
observed towards persons of the 
same character, who had always 
belonged to the world.—That he 
even supposes, that if the same 
intercourse were prohibited with 
all, Christian$ would be under a 
necessity of going out of the 
world for society ; and therefore, 
that the eating prohibited must 
‘be that of an ordinary table. 
In-answer to this objection it 
mmst_be observed, that the apos- 
tle had previously written a letter 
to this* Church, m which he-d;- 
rected them, in’ genexal ters 
probably, not to keep company 
-with fornicators. This direction 
had either been misunderstood, or 
was-expressed in such a way, as 
led-the apostle to apprehend that 
it might be misunderstood. In 
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this epistle, therefore, he under- 
takes to explain his meahing. He 
observes in the first place, that it 
was not so much fornicators of 


the world to whom he referred, 


as fornicators who belonged to 

their body, or who were called 

brethren. He admits, that if his 

direction had referred to the for- 

mer, he should virtually have ex- 

cluded them from all society, and 

made it necessary for them to go 

out of the world. With regard 

to the men of the world, it is ev- 
ident that but one kind of inter- 

course can be had with them ; 

and that is, that ordinary, civil 

intercourse, which the various re- 

lations of seciat life render neces- 

sary. To prohibit intercourse 
with these persons, in general 
terms, would be to prohibit’'this 
ordinary, civil intercourse, and 
would of course be followed with 

the consequence stated by the a- 
postle. But if the direction be 
supposed to apply to offenders, 
who are still members of. the 
church, it does not necessarily 
imply any thing like abstaining 
irom ordinary intercourse. With 
respect to brethren two kinds of 
intercourse take place among 
them; which, for distinction’s 
sake, may be termed common and 
communional. When, therefore, 
we are directed to.have no com- 
pany with one that is called a 
brother, as he is brought forward 
in that character to which com- 
munional intercourse is attached, 
nothing can be inferred from it, 
with certainty, more than that 
communional intercourse ts inter- 
dicted. The ambiguity, there- 
fore, on the ground of which the 
apostle supposed that his former 
direction might have been misun- 
derstood, might have arisen from 
G 
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this circumstance, that he had not 

defined: the particular find of in- 

tercourse which he intended to 

prohibit, as well as from this, that 

he had not stated the particular 

description of offenders with whom 

it was prohibited. If his want of 

precision had ‘been in not defining 

the kind of intercourse intended, 

it follows, that his intention was 

to prohibit that intercourse which 

is communional only, and not to 

prohibit common intercourse, ev- 

en with excommunicated persons. 

If this were his intention, and if 
christians were to follow his direc- 

tion completely, they would nev- 
er be under a necessity of going 
out of the world for society, even 

admitting that all who belong to 
thé world should have been ex- 
cémmunicated from some church 

of Christ, © On a careful review 
of this passage, it appears to be 
most consonant with the apostle’s 
design in this chapter, to suppose 
that he intended.to prohibit that 
kind of intercourse, which I have 
called communional, only, and 
not that which is called common. 
For the person with whom it is 
prohibited, is considered as a 
brother at the present time, and 
the subject is brought to a close 
at the end of the chapter with 
this direction, Therefore, put away 
from among yourselves that wicked 
person. 

If these remarks, respecting the 
kind of intercourse forbidden by 
the apostle, are well founded, 
they afford a very natural and ve- 
ry satisfactory illustration of his 
observations respecting a misun- 
derstanding of his former epistles, 
and prove at’the same time, that 
the eating prohibited can be no 
other than that of the Lord’s ta- 
ble. 
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3.’ Itis objected, that the mode 
of expression, no not to eat, im- 
plies, that itis some inferior kind 
of intercourse that is prohibited ; 
and therefore, that it cannot re- 
fer to the table of the Lord, 
which is the highest kind of in- 
tercourse among christians in the 
present state. 

In answer to this it may be ob- 
served, that the mode of expres- 
sion, adopted by the translators m 
this instance, has, to an English 
reader, perhaps, a, force which 
will not be fully supported by the 
original. Though the Greek 
language admits of two negatives 
in the form that is here used by 
the translators, yet it must be re- 
membered, that in this place but 
one is fourid. Were this passage 
translated with a critical regard 
to the words of the original, it 
would perhaps read thus, with 
such an one indeed do not eat. If 
this translation were adopted, in- 
stead of indicating that it was a 
low kind of intercourse which 
was prohibited, it would rather 
indicate, that there was a great 
impropriety in eating with a per- 
son of such a particular chatac- 
ter. But what great improprie- 
ty could there be in eating with 
him ut an ordinary table ? Espe- 
cially when it is supposed that, in 
the common intercourse of life, 
we may eat with persons of this 
description every day. ‘These 
remarks .must be sufficient, I 
think, to set aside the force of 
the objection, arising from the pe- 
culiar mode of expression which 
our translators have adopted. 

4. A further objection against 
what has been advanced, arises 
frony a supposed coincidence be- 
tween the opinion which I have 
opposed and the direction of our 
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Saviour iri the 18th of Matthew, 
where he tells us, concerning such 
offenders as hear not the church, 
that they must be unto us as an 
heathen man and a publican. 
Now we are told, that the Scribes 
and Pharisees refused to eat with 
heathens and publicans at an or- 
dinary table, therefore it is said, 
our Saviour requires that we 
should refuse to eat with excom- 
municates at an ordinary table. 
Though the conclusion which 
is drawn in this objection is not 
very logical, yet, as it has the 
sanction of some very respectable 
Names, it is necessary to be some- 
what particular in its ‘examina- 
tion. To make the rule, which 
our Saviour has given, explkcit, 
it is necessary that something 
should be supplied. It must be 
read either thus: Let him be un- 
to thee as an heathen man and a 
publican is‘unto thee ; or thus: 
as an heathen man and a publi- 
can 1s unto the Scribes‘and Phar- 
isees. In one of these ways the 
disciples must have supplied it in 
their own minds and understood 
it accordingly. Let us now ask, 
in which way it is most likely that 
they would have supplied it. It 
must be remembered that our 
blessed Lord had very strictly 
cautioned them to beware of the 
example of the Scribes and Phar- 
isees in general terms,—that with 
regard to pudlicans and sinners, 
he had set before his disciples a 
very different example, and that, 
when faulted for deviating from 
the practice of that stricter sect, 
he had justified his own conduct 
in the hearing of his disciples. 
Is it possible’ then, under these 
circumstances, for them to have 
supposed that, in this instance, he 
was directing them to imitate the 
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Scribes and Pharisees, rather than 

himself ? I.think not. . Unques- 
tionably they would. have suppli- 
ed the rule in this way ; Let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man 
and a publican is unto thee. They 
would then . have enquired, how 
is an heathen man and a publican 
to be treated by us? The answer 
to this enquiry would have been ; 
As they are treated by our Lord. 
and master. According to his 
example, we may allow ourselves 
in all that kind of intercourse 
which is ordinary and civil, with 
persons of this description, but 
not in that which is communion- 
al. This then is the way, they 
would reply, in which we are di- 
rected to.treat offenders, who 
hear not the church. We are to 
conduct toward them as though 
they had never professedly come 
out from the world—as though 
they had never been members of 
our christian society. ‘This, I 
think, is the conclusion to which 
the disciples would necessarily 
have been led by our Saviour’s 
directions. And if so, the senti- 
meut which I have been oppos- 
ing, can derive no support what- 
ever from it. 

- On the whole, as I can find 
nothing in any part of this chap- 
ter which leads to 2 conclusion, 
that the apostle contemplated the 
offender as being already cast 


out, or that he carried his views 


further forward than to that ju- 
dicial act of the church, by which 
he was to be put away, I cannot 
possibly believe, that in this place 
he has given us any directions 
respecting the treatment of ex- 
communicated persons. The eat- 
ing in question, therefore, 1 must 
conclude, refers to that inter- 
course which takes place among 
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professing christians, when com- 
muning at the table of the Lord, 
and not to that which takes place 
when we are refreshing ourselves 
at an ordinary table. 

HEMAN. 


Fam 
NO PEACE TO THE WICKED. 


"There is no peace, saith my God, 
to the wicked, sa. lvii. 21. 


But is not God a merciful God ? 
Yes, my dear reader, and, in mer- 
cy to your soul, he makes the 
solemn declaration, there is no 
peace to the wicked! Be not of- 
fended, then, that a stranger at- 
tempts to remind you of this. 

’ 1. The wicked have no peace 
with God. God is a being of 
infinite purity, The very heav- 
ens are not clean in his sight. He 
is a being of inflexible justice. 
He hateth all the workers of ini- 
quity. He is angry with the 
wicked every day. He has sol. 
emnly declared they shall be turn- 
ed into hell, with all the nations 
that forget God. When viewed 
in his true character by the wick- 
ed, God is always beheld as an 
enemy. They have no peace 
with such a character. ‘Fhey 
wish it were not in existence, 
They cannot endure that a God 


of this character should be on the’ 


throne. Their carnal minds are 
enmity against him. 

2. The wicked have no peace 
with the divinelaw. This is a- 
buntly manifest from their con- 
duct. They live in continual vi- 
olation of thislaw. If they were 
reconciled to this law, and at 
peace with it, they would at least 
endeavour to obey it. But, in- 
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stead of this, they trample the 
law of God under their feet. 
They contemn the authority of 
the Lawgiver, and practically de- 
clare, they will not have him to 
reign over them. This is true, 
not only of the openly immoral, 
but of every person who has not 


- been renewed by the power of 


God.- Itis a gross and a dange- 
rous error to suppose that a man 
is reconciled to the law of Gad, 
merely because he is a. decent and 
sober moralist. For the law of 
God requires not a decent deport- 
ment merely, but the entire de- 
votion and homage of the heart. 
Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart. But so 
long as men dislike the holy char- 
acter of God, they will be oppos- 
ed to the law which requires them 
to love this character. Thus ev- 
ident is it, that the wicked have 
no peace with the divine law. 

8. The wicked have no peace 
with the gospel. The excellency 
of the gospel depends on two 
things.—The excellency of the 
law, and the importance of the 
pardon and salvation of sinners. 
‘Take away either of these, and 
the glory of the gospel is gone. 
Its lustre is totally extinguished, 
and it becomes a system of mere 
folly. 

' Were not the salvation of sin- 
nets an important object, how 
unworthy of God would it be to 
pive his only begotten ton ; and 
how unworthy of the son, that he 
should voluntarily become incar- 
nate, and‘ give up his life, that 
sinners might be saved. 

Again, were not the law of 
God infinitely glorious, and wor- 
thy of honor, how unworthy of 
God would it be to require such 
a costly sacrifice as the death of 
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Christ, before he would pardon 
sin. Hence, we see that the gos- 
pel is built on the excellency of 
the law. And from this it must 
follow, that he who does. not love 
the law, and uniformly endeavor 
to obey it, is not truly reconciled 
to the gospel. © For a primary 
provision of the gospel was, to 
magnify the law, and make it 
honorable. 

But that the wicked are not 
reconciled to the gospel, is fur- 
ther proved by their wilful and 
wanton rejection of it. When 
invited to the gospel feast, they 
all begin, with one consent, to 
make excuse. To them Christ 
appears aS a root out of a dry 
ground, having no form nor 
comeliness, or any beauty, where- 
by they should desire him. 

4, The wicked have no peace 
with their own consciences. Not- 
withstanding all the security, stu- 
pidity, and gaiety of the wicked, 
God has placed in their breasts a 
monitor, whose secret whispers 
often embitter every pleasure— 
a monitor which will attend them 
in every place, and will, if not 
stifled and overborne by violence, 
or seared by a long course of in- 
iquity as with a hot iron, contin- 
ually remind them of their crim- 
inality and their danger. So se- 
vere often are its lashes, that per- 
sons have even wished for anni- 
hilation, to free them from the 
pain it has inflicted. Would those, 
who are living in sin, even the 
gayest of them, disclose, without 
disguise, their inward feelings, it 
would be seen that they carry 
within them an implacable ene- 
my—an enemy whom they con- 
stantly labor to silente or destroy. 
They may make a truce with this 
enemy, but they never make 
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peace. By some external atten- 
tion to religious duties, they often 
lull their consciences to sleep ; 
and sometimes they drown its re- 
monstrances, by rushing head- 
long into vice. - Yet, so long as it 
is not perfectly seared, it will, at 
least occasionally, force the sin- 
ner to such reflections as cause 
the stoutest heart to tremble ! It 
will often cause the gay voluptu- 
ary, the avaricious worldling, the 
frozen-hearted moralist, and the 
hollow-hearted hypocrite, to an- 
ticipate the horrors of an inter- 
view with an inflexible Judge, 
whose tender compassion, now 
slighted, will one day be turned 
to vengeance. ‘It will represent 
the Lamb of God, once slain to 
take away the sin of the world, 
appearing, at length, the Lion of 
the tribe of Judah, prepared to 
devour his adversaries. It is im- 
portant to remember, that to sti- 
fle and silence conscience, is very 
different from enjoying true peace 
of conscience. The former is 
like slaying an enemy, or overaw- 
i>g him by superior force. The 
latter is like meeting him on 
terms of reciprocity, when all past 
injuries on both sides are forgiven 
and forgotten, and the parties 
lose their enmity, in the flow of 
affection,and the embrace of love. 
And, let it also be remembered, 
that, although conscience may 
now be stifled, though it may 
sleep, though it may cease to dis- 
turb the soul by its remonstranc- 
es, it will one day awake. It 
will bring to recollection every 
sin committed, every duty neg- 
lected, every moment of time 
mispent, every opportunity mis- 
improved! It will bring to re. 
collection every book perused,ev- 
ery sermon heard, every exhorta- 
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tion from a pious friend, every 
Serious impression at any time 
felt. ” 


—‘ O treacherous conscience ! 

‘ While she seems to sleep on rose and 
myrtie, 

‘ While she seems, nodding o’er her 

_charge, to drop 

‘On headlong appetite the slackened 
rein, 

* See, from behind her secret stand, 

« The sly informer minutes every fault, 

‘And her dread diary with horror 
fills ; 

‘In leaves more durable than leaves 
of brass 

‘Writes the whole history, which 

~ death shall read 

‘In every pale delinquent’s private 
ear, 

‘And judgment publish—publish to 
more worlds 

* Than this, and endless age in groans 

-* resound !’ 

‘Such, reader, such that sleeper in 
thy breast ; 

‘ Such is her slumber, and her venge- 
ance such, 

‘ For slighted counsel.’—— 


5. The wicked have no peace 
in death. It is appointed unto 
all men once'to die. In this war 
there is no discharge. And,the 
hour of death is a trying hour.— 
Come, then, reader, visit the dy- 
ing bed of the wicked. Behold 
one who has spent his life in lay- 
ing up treasures on earth; who 
has made the riches, the honors, 
and the pleasures of this life his 
only portion ;—bit who now, 
viewing himself on the confines 
of eternity, finds, alas, that he 
has chosen a God that cannot 
save. Some, we know, have no 
bands in this death. Their minds 
are fatally blinded, their hearts 
hardened, their consciences sear. 
ed. But thisman is awake. He 
is tremblingly alive to his situa. 
tion. He sees the fatal moment 
just at hand, that must separate 
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him from all he loves, and intro- 
duce him to the tribunal of his 
final judge. Alas, what now 
ean he do? Where can he look 
for support? He looks back on 
the past: he beholds a life spent 
Mm sin; time wasted in a round 
of folly, or incessant toil for the 
the means 


wows and promises broken; a 
Saviour’s love despised, and the 
day of salvation past. He looks 
around—he sees the world, on 


which he fondly doated, his pos-. 


sessions, whether great or small, 
his titles of distinction, his a- 


musements, his social enjoyments, 


however sweet, his friends, how- 


ever dear, all, all must be left be-, 


hind. He looks forward—noth- 


ing meets his eye but a frowning: 


judge, a throne of justice, a sen- 
térice of condemnation, an eter- 
nity of woe! What gloomy ap- 
prehensions, what dismal fore- 
bodings, what black despair, 
what unknown horrors fill his 
soul! What now would he give 
for one of those days, for even 
one of those hours of health and 
vigor he once enjoyed! But alas, 
with him the haryest is past, and 
the summer is ended. No more 
shall he hear the kind invitations 
of that gospel he has so long des- 
pised. No more shall the glory 


of the heavenly state be present-. 


ed to his view, to ailure his feet 
into the paths of wisdom,. Oth- 
er objects, far different, now oc- 
cupy his mind. Already he sees 
the pit of destruction yawning to 
receive him. Already the groans 
of the damned seem to reverbe- 
rate in his ear. Already the 
fiends of hell seem to beckon him 
away! Wretched man! Call 
now if there be any that will an- 
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swer -thee, and. to. which of the 
saints-wilt thou turn? Alas, if 
the Lord.do not help thee, whence 
shall they help thee ? Poor, poor 
creature ! He would fain at. 
tempt to pray. His distressed, 
distracted situation impels him to 
cry, Lord have mercy on me. 
But, in an instant, those dreadful 
words of inspiration resound like 
tenfold thunder in his ears, Be- 
cause I have called and ye refus. 
ed, I have stretched out my hand 
and no man regarded, but ye 
have .set. at nought all my coun- 
sel, and would none of my. re- 


proof, I also will laugh at your. 


calamity, and will mock when 
your fear cometh. | When your 
fear cometh ,as desolation, and 
your destruction cometh as a 
whirlwind, when distress and an- 
guish cometh upon you, then 


shall ye call upon me, but I will. 


not answer; ye shall seek me ear- 
ly, but ye shall not find me. 


‘How the affrighted and distracted 


soul 

« Raves round the walls of her clay 
tenement, 

‘ Runs to each avenue and shrieks for 
help, 

‘But shrieksinvain. A little longer, 

“But a little longer, Oh might she 
stay 

‘To wash her from her stain and fit 
her for her passage. 

‘ Her very eyes weep blood, and eve- 
ry groan 

‘ She heaves, is big with horror ! 

‘ Thus she raves, 

‘Till fore'd at last to the tremendous 
verge, 

‘ At once she sinks to everlasting ru- 
in !? 

- Lastly, .The wicked have no 
peace in eternity. Once plung- 
ed into the burning lakex where 
the beast and the false prophet 
are, they have no rest, but are 
tormented day and night without 
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ceasing. The representations gi- 
ven in the bible of the future 
state of those who die in their sins,, 
are too terrible to be contemplat- 
ed without horror. No language 
can exceed them—no imagina- 
tion can stretch itself beyond 
them. Verily, then, there is no 
peace to the wicked. 

Reader, if you are yet an im- 
penitent sinner, let me seriously 
ask you, Is it not dreadful to live 
at war with God, at war with his 
law, at war with his gospel,’ at 
war with conscience ? And will, 
it not be unspeakably terrible to 
die in this. manner? Look for- 
ward toa dying hour. It will 
come; itis near! Soon, very 
soon, you must have an interview 
with the king of terrors. 
I pray, is your life? ’Tis a vapor, 
—’tis a dream—’tis a bubble.— 
Should you live till your locks are 
whitened by the frosts of age, 
that period is not remote... It will 
soon arrive. But should you, 
within a year,a month, a week, a 
day, be called to lie down on 
your death-bed, and this. before 
you are housed ia the ark of safe- 


What, 


Thoughts, Sec. - 55 


ty, before you have made your 
peace with God, what horror bes 
yond conception will seize upon 
you! When the world and all its 
joys must be left behind, what 
will support your fainting spirit ? 
Will you, in that distressing mo- 
ment, think of calling on that 
God who is now in vain calling 
onyou? Ah! he will then ap- 
pear a consuming fire. No sins 
gular case will it be, should the 
pains of your disorder, united 
with the anguish of your spirit; 
deprive you of your reason, and 
thus cut off even the forlorn hope 
of obtaining mercy in your last 
hours. ‘Every consideration 
presses on you the importance of 
an IMMEDIATE attention to the 
mterest of your soul. Delay not 
to obey the call of the gospel. 


‘Change your vain thoughts, your 
crooked works amend, 


‘ Fly to the Saviour—make the Judge 
your friend.’ 


If God be for you, who shal¥ 
be against you? But, if God be 
your enemy, who can deliver vou ? 

PHILANDER. 








SELECTIONS. 


THOUGHTS ON acts 1x. LI. 
Behold, he prayeth. 


TS Saul of Tarsus on his knees ? 
Is that infurrate monster, who 
breathed out threa rinings and slaugh- 


ter against the disciples of the Lord,’ 


a Supplicant at the feet of Jesus? 
fs that blood-thirsty butcher, who 
spread terror and destruction to 


the utmost of his power, slain, as 
to the enmity of. his heart, laid 
prostrate on ‘the earth, prayin 
fer mercy, and crying, Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do? ~ 
Surprised by the heavenly vis- 


ion, which informed him of the: 


strange event, Ananias might 
have uttered his surprise in simi- 
lar exclamations. Awaked from 
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his slumbers with mingled emo- 
tions of joy and fear, belief and 
incredulity, he heard the mes- 
sage, and replied, Lord, J have 
heard by many of this man, how much 
evil he hath done to thy saints at Je- 
rusalem ; and here he hath authority 
from the chief priests to bind all that 


call on thy name. Well might the 


pious disciple be filled with pleas- 
ing astonishment. The Spirit re- 
vealed to him a wonderful thing.. 
The information was prefaced 
with behold! Behold, he prayeth! 
A marvellous sight ! The cham- 
pion of persecutors m so humble 
a posture! Did not the angels 
shout with joy and admiration 
when Saul was smitten to the 


~ground ? 


Behold the man! A few mo- 


ments ago he was boiling with. 


fury, armed with power, and ad- 


‘vancing with terror against the 


worshippers ofJesus. Suddenly, 


his fury subsides, his arms fall, 


he forgets his authority and com- 
mission ‘from the chief priests, he 


lays aside the boasted Pharisee 


and thelearned scholar of Gama- 
liel, for the lowly worshipper of 
Jesus, and in suppliant attitude 
you see him imploring pardon. 
Triumphant grace! We may ex- 
claim, behold! Behold, ye trem- 


bling believer, what your Al- ” 


mighty Saviour can do! See this 
memorable display of his power 
and grace, and take courage. 
His arm can crush the stoutest 
foe, can subdue the hardest heart, 
and convert the engines of hell 
to instruments of salvation. 
Behold, ye enemies of the cross ; 
ye despisers of the Lamb ; ye re- 
jecters of mercy ; consider whom 
you. oppose! fear to provoke his 
wrath, repent and cry for pardon 
while his wrath is withheld, lest 
it overtake you ina fatal hour ! 
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Beholdpye worldly wise and 
spiritually ignorant, who are light- 
ed by spurks of your own kind- 
ling ! where was the wisdom of 
Saul when it was. extinguished 
by that light which shone from 
heaven? His carnal wisdom dic- 
tated, that he ought to destroy 
the religion and disciples. of Je- 
sus of Nazareth. But no sooner 
did the light from heaven illumi- 
nate his soul, than he found him- 
self a fool without excuse. 


Behold, ye formalist and hypo- 
crite! if the lofty looks of that 
proud Pharisee were brought low, 
im an imstant, how must your 
strong hold be pulled down! 
Trusting in works of the law for’ 
justification, he lived aceordin 
to the strictest sect of the Jewish 
religion ; but no sooner was he 
truly enlightened, than his prayer 
1s, Lord, what wilt thou have me to 


do? 


Behold, ye new-born souls, and 
learn the nature of a renovated 
heart ! Its very breath is prayer. 
No sooner does the soul begin a 
spiritual life, than it begins to 
pray. 

Behold, ye disciples of infideli- 
ty ! See an evidence of the divine 
origin of the Christian religion, 
which sophistry and cunning can 
never destroy. ‘The circumstan- 
ces of Paul’s conversion, and of 
his previous and subsequent life,. 
prove to demonstration that he was 
a subject of supernatural and gra- 
cious influence, and that the reli- 
gion he taught has the approba- 
tion of God.* Miss. Mag. 





*This subject is ably discussed by 
Lord Littleton in kis Conversion of 
St. Paul. The reader may be amply 
rewarded for his labor in perusing 
that excellent little volume. 
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The Present Moment Improved. 
WHEN Pyrrhus, king of E- 


pirus, was making great prepara- 
tions for his intended expedition 
into Italy, Cineas, the philoso- 
pher, took a favorable opportuni- 
ty of addressing him thus: ‘ The 
Romans, Sir,’’ said he, “are re- 
ported to be a warlike and victo- 
rious people ; but if God permit 
us to overcome them, what use 
shall we make of the victory 2?” 
¢Thou askest,’ said Pyrrhus; ‘a 
thing that is self evident: The 
Romans once conquered, no city 
will resist us; we shall then be 
masters of all Italy.’ Cineas ad- 
dea, * And having subdued Ita- 
ly, what shall we Jo next?” Pyr- 
rhus, not yet aware of his inten- 
tion, replied, ‘ Sicily next stretch-. 
es out her arms to receive us,’ 
“That is very probable,”’ said Cin- 
eas; *‘ but will the possession of 
Sicily put an end to the war ?” 
‘God grant us success in that,’ 
answered Pyrrhus, ‘ and we shall 
make these only the forerunners 
of greater things; for then Lyb- 
ia and Carthage will soonbe ours : 
and these conquests being com- 
pleted, none of our enemies can 
offer us any further resistance.’ 
“ Verry true,” added Cineas, ‘for 
then we may easily regain Mace- 
don, and make an absolute con- 
quest of Greece; and when all 
these are in our possession, what 
shall we do then?” Pyrrhus, smi- 
ling, answered, ‘ Why then, my 
dear friend, we will live at our 
ease, drink all day. long, and a- 
muse ourselves with cheerful con- 
versation.? When Cineas had 
brought Pyrrhus to this point, he 
said, “ Well, Sir, and why may 
we not do all this zow, and with- 


H 
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out the labor and hazard of ens 
terprizes so laborious and uncer- 
tain ?”” 

The greater part of. mankind 
are aS unwilling to take the advice 
of the philosopher as Pyrrhus 
was, who ardently engaged if, 
these ambitious pursuits, and at 
last perished in them. 


DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


TWO gentlemen were oncé 
disputing on the divinity of 
Christ. One of them, who argued 
against it, said, ‘* If it were true 
it certainly would have been ex~ 
pressed in more clear and un- 
equivocal terms.” ‘ Well,’ said 
the, other,, ‘admitting that you 
believed it, were authorized to 
teach it, and allowed to use your’ 
own language, how would you 
express the doctrine to make it 
indubitable ” * I would say,” re- 
plied the first, ‘* that Jesus Christ 
is the true God.” ‘You are very 
happy,’ rejoined the other, ‘ in the 
choice of your words; for you 
have happened to hit upon the 
very, words of inspiration. St. 
John, speaking of the Son, says; 
“This is the true God, and eternal 
life.” 
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BELIEVERS. 


THEY that believe have 
Christ in their hearts; heaven in 
theireyes ; the world under their 
feet. God’s Spirit is their guide ; 
God’s fear is their guard ; God’s 
people are: their companions ; 
God’s promises are their cordials § 
holiness is their way and heaven 
their home. 












Extracts from the proceedings of the 
Gen. Association of Ne Hampshire 
‘THE General association of 
New-Hamsphire met, according 


to appointment, at the Rev. Sam- 


uel Wood’s in Boscawen, Sept. 
20, 1809, at 10 o’clock, A. M 

Thy Rev. Elisha Thayer, p. p. 
was chosen Moderator, and the 
Rev. John H Church, Scribe. 

The Delegates appointed to 
attend the meeting of the Gener- 
al Association of Massaehusetts 
Proper, and form a connexion 
with that body, made a report of 
their proceedings. [See Adviser, 
pages 258 and 213. ] . | 

A vote of approbation passed 
in the Association. 

The Association then heard 
narratives of the state of religion, 
until the time of adjournment. 

At 2 o’clock, P. M. the Asso- 
ciation attended public worship. 
Sermon by the Scribe. 

The meeting being again open- 
ed, the narratives of the state of 
religion were concluded. 

The committee appointed to 
draught principles and rules for 
the regulation of this Association, 
made the following report, viz. 

Fundamental Principle. 

It is ever to be understood that 
the system of Scripture doctrines 
contained im the Assembly’s Shor- 
ter Catechism is the basis of our 
union inthis General Association. 
Hence every Association in this 
State, receiving their doctrines as 
the christian faith, is invited to 
unite im this body. 

This Gen. Association * whol. 
ly disclaims ecclesiastical power 
or authority over the churches, 
or the opinions of dividuals.” 


General Association of New-Hampshire. 
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The essentia! objects of this 
General Association are the fol. 
lowing : ‘ To promote brother- 
ly intercourse and harmony, and 
our mutual animation, assistance, 
and usefulness as ministers of 
Christ ; to obtain religious infor- 
mation relative to the state of our 
particular churches, and the gen- 
eral state of the christian church 
in this country, and through the 
christian world; and to co-ope- 
rate with other similar institutions 
in the most eligible means for 
building up the cause of truth 
and holmess.’’ 

Voted, that the annual meetin 
of this Aseociation be on the third 
Wednesday of September. at 10 
o,clock, A. M. 

Voted, that the next annual 
meeting of this Association be at 
Rev. W. F. Rowland’s in Exeter. 

Voted that our Delegates to 
the next meeting of the General 
Association of Massachusetts, use 
their influence to have measures 
adopted by the united body to 
prevent the profanation of the 
Sabbath. 

Voted, that the Minister, where 
the Association may meet, be a 
member of that meeting, without 
any appointment of the Associa- 
tion, to which he belongs. 

Chose, by ballot, the Rev. Abi- 


‘jah Wines, and ‘the Rev. Samuel 


Wood, as Delegates to the next 
meeting of the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts.* 





~ *Commissioners were chosen to wait 
on the Genera! Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian church, the General Associ- 
ation of Connecticut, and the Genera! 
Convention of Vermonr, and propose 
connéxions with them, respectively. 
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Revival of Religion in Vershire. 


SOME account of a late rivival 
of religion in Vershire has, frequently, 
been solicited 3 but for various rea- 
sons, it has been deferred. An ac- 
count is now attempted, with the hope 
that it may be comforting tothe friends 
of Zion, and awakening to those who 
are yetintheir sins. Itis thought 
imprudent to be very minute with re- 
spect to particular cases. If, in other 
respects, the account should be tho’t 
too circumstantial, it must be ascribed 
to the strong impression, made by 
those circumstances, on the mind of 
the writer. 

Some information of the state of 
society in Vershire previous to the re- 
vival may, perhaps, be interesting 
to some readers, and prepare the way 
for the grace of God to appear in 
greater lustre. 

The Congregational society, in this 
place, has ever been small, 

The town was settled by a large 
proportion of . other denominations. 
The Calvinistic church has been small 
in proportion to the society. No gen- 
eral revival of religion hac ever taken 
place in the town. Owingto these 
circumstances, rather than to an un- 
usual disregard to religious order, it 
ofien appeared very doubtful, whethra 
er the people could continue to enjoy 
the stated administration of the word. 
As it became necessary.to adopta 
new mode of supporting the gospel, 
things, perhaps, were never more 
discouraging in that respect, than at 
the time in which the awakening cbm- 
menced. 

The beginning of the revival was 
such, aS, in Our view, was wonderfully 
calculated to show, that God had tak- 
en the work into his own hand. 

In the latter part of February 1808, 
acandidate who was passing, agreea- 


bly to previous appointment, preached. 


anevening lecture. A young man, 
who attended, was seriously impress- 
ed. About the same time, a member 
of the society, being-on a journey, at- 
tended an ordination, inthe State of 
New-York. His attention, ashe af- 
terwards formed, was, in some de- 
gree, called up-by the religious exer- 
cises of that day. Thus the awaken- 
ing began in two persons, who at the 
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time, were more than a hundred miles 
distant from each other. ‘This is con- 
sidered a circumstance, calculated to 
bring into view the agency of the Di- 
vine Spirit, and by which the sove 
reignty of God was clearly displayed. 
About two, or three weeks after this, 
was the first appearance of a general 
awakening. 


Atthe request of the young man, 
who had been previously awakened, 
an evening lecture was appointed for 
the young people. And contrary to 
our expectation there was a very full 
and very solemn meeting. It was ev- 
ident there had been a secret influence 
upon the minds of the people, by 
which they were disposed, so unex- 
pectedly, to come together. The 
friends of truth were filled with hope 
and fear. They had often seen hope- 
ful appearances vanish like the morn- 
ning dew, and they dare not indulge 
very high expectations. From this 
time, however, our meetings on the 
sabbath were unusually full, and sol- 
emn, and religious meetings on other 
days were frequent, and generatly at- 
tended. The alteration gradually in- 
creased, till, itis thought, not one per- 
son in the society was entirely cesti- 
tute of serious impressions, The ev- 
dences of its being the work of God 
were so Striking thatno one suggest- 
ed a doubt on that subject. The 
mouth of opposition was remarkably 
shut. Those, indeed, from whom we 
should have expected opposition were 
subjects of the work. 

The effects on community. were 
very salutary. 

Those who had been at variance 
were, in general, ready to confess and 
forgive. It was pleasing, on such’oe- 
casions, to observe, how each one 
seemed to fear the other would meet 
him too far on confessing ground. 
The conversation, when neighbors 
met, was on religious subjects. When 
the people were together on public oc- 
casions, religion was the theme. On 
military days, the business was con- 
ducted with much decency, and pro- 
priety. Such an occasion was more 
like a funeral procession under arms 
than like what had been common on 
military days. 


Vain amusements were, entirely 
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laid aside. Noone pretended to plead 
in their defence, or to palliate the 
wickedness of such practices. 

Notwithstanding the society is small, 
there has been, in consequence of the 
revival, an accession to the church of 
about fifty members, 

I shail now proceed to the more 
pleasing, and, perhaps, more profita- 
ble account of the nature of the exer- 
cises, and of what appeared to be the 
progress of the work im the minds of 
those who were the subjects of it. 

There wasevidently a great varie- 
ty in the feelings of different persons ; 
but in the midst of this variety, there 
‘was uniformity. 

In the beginning of the awakening, 
the people were very easily affected. 
When any thing was said to them a- 
bant the concerns of their souls, they 
were, generally, in a flood of tears. 
Their head seemed to be waters, and 
their eyes a fountain of tears, wheh 
their spiritual concerns were brought 
into view. But, in:proportign as they 
became more acquainted with their 
own hearts,their tears dried up. In the 
first stages of their awakening they 
Ahad little or no conviction. ‘ They ev- 
idently felt, although ‘their under- 
standings were hetter informed, that 
by their own exertions, they should 
recommend themselves to Ged. Nort. 
withstanding any instructions to the 
‘contrary, their feelirgs were, that by 
attending to religion they should ob- 
tain relief. But they did nor obtain 
relief, till they found thedifiiculty was 
in their own hearts, and their atten- 
Aion was turned from their danger to 
their guilt. It wasin this state of 
mind that their tears in a great meas- 
ure ceased toflow. Not, however, 


from their having obtained relief ;” 


for their uneasiness increased in pro- 
portion to a sense of their guilt; but 
from feeling such harduess of heart, as 
would not admit cf tears. From this 
stage of the business, they were gener- 
ally surprised at the wickedness of their 
hearts. It was difficult forthem to 
conceive, how they could have lived in 
such total ignorance of their own mor- 
a) characters. 

There was a great variety, as to 
the degree of conviction. Some had 
a much greater sense than others, of 
the wickecness of their own hearts. 


[fex. 


But im every instance, previous to ob- 
taining relief, they had such a sense 
of their wickedness, as to see the ne- 
cessity of becoming new creatures, in 
order to the enjoyment of God. A 
sense of their dependence, tora new 
heart, was in some instances attended 
with self-justifying pleas, and excuses. 
But they never obtained relief while 
in this state of mind. In connection 
with a sensethat they must be born 
again, in order to see the kingdom of 
God, and that they were dependent 
on the mere pleasure of God for re- 
generating grace, they were brought 
to a feeling sense of criminality for all 
their impenitence and unbelief 5 and 


for‘ngedingy-a' change of heart. They 


appeared to be brought to this situa- 


‘tion of mind; some, however, more 
clearly than others, previcusly to ob- 


taining relief, In general, they had z 
sense of enmity against God and op- 
position to every thing good. Butas 
to the degree of opposition, and the 
manner of its operation, there was a 
great diversity. Some felt opposition 
the most strongly against the charac. 
ter of God. The divine government 
was most particularly offensive to oth- 
ers. The opposition of some ope- 
rated the most strongly against. the 
children of God. | 

It was, if I mistake not, four or five 
weeks, after the attention became gen- 
eral, before any one appeared to have 
experienced a change of heart. It’ 
seemed that God in his righteous dis- 
pleasure designed to show the people 
their awful guilt-and danger, without 
displaying his mercy in gramting them 
relief. In his own time, however, 
notwithstanding our fears; he made 
wonderful displays of his renewing 
grace. One after another was bro’t 
to bow, and submit to God. 

There was uniformity in the midst 
of variety, ohservable in the feelings 
of the new converts. Some experi- 
enced a very sudden and surprising 
alteration in their feelings. From 
the very gate of hell, they seemed to 
be carried, at once, to the gate of 
heaven. But, more generally, they 
were not in raptures, In many instan- 
ces, it appeared to others that their 
feelings were different, before they sus- 
pec it themselves, A very serene 
composure of mind, was, in gen¢ralap- 


















































1810.] 


parent in the new convertse Some of 
them, indeed,appeared to have great 
degrees of joy ; but it was not of the 
noisy kind. Imaginary flights of af- 
fection were scarcely known among us, 

I believe it was generally true, that 
whatever had been the object of their 
greatest opposition, when under con- 
viction, was the first object of their 
joy and delight, after shey experienc- 
edachange of heart. Those whose 
opposition to any particular divine at- 
tribute, had been most sensibly felt, 
were generally drawn out, in the first 
exercises of a new heart, with pecul- 
iar love to that divine attribute. And 
Jove to the children of God was, in 
general, the first appearance of a 
change in those who had felt peculiar 
opposition towards those who sustain- 
ed the character of christians. And 
if 1 mistake not, it was generally true, 
that the degree of their.love and de- 
light, when théy obtained relicf, was 
in preportion to the degree of opposi- 


tion, of which they had, previously,. 


been the subjects. 

The justice of God, and the sove- 
reien dispensation of divine grace, 
were very offensive to every one while 
underconviction, And these were 
subjects of yery pleasing contempla- 
tion, after they obtained relief. The 
new converts were sensible that the 
justice of God woyld shine very 
bright, and appear yery beautiful, in 
their condemnation. It was common 
for them to say, they thought they felt 
willing God should dispose of them 
according to his own pleasure. It gave 
them satisfaction to think, they were 
in the hands of God, although they 
felt uncertain what wouid be their fi- 
nal portion. Some of them, I believe, 
were so sensible that everlasting de- 
struction was their just desert, that 
they could hardly conceive how God 
could be just withont sending them to 
that place of torment. This prepared 
the way for Christ to be precious to 
their souls, when they saw how God 
can be just, and justify those who be- 
lieve in Jesus, 

The writer now begs leave to sug- 
gest a number of. queries arising from 
the foregoing account. 


1. If those who have obtained 2 
hope, among us, in the manner which 
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has now been pointed out, are not de- 
ceived with respect to their ewn feel- 
ings, can they consistently with theiy 
own experience, deny that Ged acts 
as a sovereign in the Gispensation of 
his grace? Have they not found them- 
selves cut off from every other foun- 
dation of hope, and most sensibly felt 
their dependence on him, who has 
mercy on whom he will have mercy? 

2. Can they live in neglect.of reli- 
gious conversation when circumstane 
ces admit of their choosing their sub. 
jects of discourse? They have not on- 
ly had opportunity to learn, that for 
every idle word that.man shall speak, 
he shall give account therecf at the 
day of judgement; but they have 
seen, and felt, the teachings of the 
Spirit in this respeet. They have pro- 
fessedly felt their hearts most sweetly 
drawn to religious subjects, and from 
the abundance cf their hearts, they 
have delighted to speak of-divine glo- 
ries. 

3. Can they consistently with their 


. professed experience, in any way give 


countenance to vain amusements ? 
They have seen such practices laid 
aside in consequence of the teachings 
of the Holy Spirit. They have felt 
themselves condemned fer indplging 


inthem. They have felt their hearts - 


drawn from them.—And must they 
not contradict their own experience, 
if, in any way they give countenance 
to such things? 

4. May we not suppose, that the 
renewing influences of the spirit are 
granted according to certain laws, 
with which we might be better ac- 
quainted? That these divine influen- 
ces, are grantedby the sovereign pleas- 
ure of God 3 that he is under no obii- 
gation to his creatures, to do this for 
them, cannot, with any appearance of 
truth, be denied. Bur, notwithstand.- 
ing this, it may be his pleasure in this, 
as well as in other affairs, to propose 
to himself laws by which to operate, 

The writer does not pretend to have 
become acquainted with those laws, 
he only queries whether they do nor 
exist, and whether, by observation, 
we might not become more acquainted 
with them. | Perhaps, it might be as- 
certained, that there isa certain stage 
in conviction, connected with regene- 
ration 5 and that all who, without 
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such conviction suppose themselves, 
to be'christians, are deceived. 

To conclude ; the general attention 
among us has subsided. Happy ef- 
fects of it remain, which, we hope and 
trust will continue forever. The hap- 
py effects are such, as give us striking 
evidence, that Godliness is profitable 
unto all things. We have, however, 
much to lament. We have been guil- 


‘ty of awful ingratitude in grieving the 


Holy Spirit, and praying Christ to 
depart. Christians ‘have reason tola- 
ment their unfruitfulness, and sinners 
who are left 1n unbelief, and returned 
to security, have reason to tremble in 
view of judgment to come. 
STEPHEN FULLER, 
Vershire, Fes. 9, 1810. 
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Extract of a letter to a gentleman in 
Middlebury. 


DEDICATION. 

THE elegant and commodious 
*« Park Street Church” was dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God on 
Wednesday, January 10th. The ser- 
vices commenced with an hymn read 
by the Rev. Mr. Codman of Dor- 
chester, and sung by an excellent 
choir of singers. The dedication pray- 
ey was made by Mr. Codman, and 
followed by a very eloquent and sub- 
lime discourse by the Rev, Dr. Grif- 
fin. A prayer was then made by the 
Rev. Mr. Huntington, after which, 
the connection between Dr. Griffin 
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and the Church was explained by the 
Rev. Dr. Holmes of Cambridge, who 
having received the renewed assent of 
both parties to the contract, which 
had been previously made, declared 
Dr. Griffin to be regularly inducted, 
asthe preacher of the new society, 
The services were excellent. and very 
appropriate to the occasion; the ser- 
mon by Dr. G. was very solemn and 
evangelical. In the name of the 
Church he prefessed a warm attach- 
ment to the Calvinistic Doctrines, as 
the Doctrines of the Scriptures, as 
the doctrines of the fore-fathers of 
New-England, and as the Doctrines 
of a long train of illustrious and dis- 
tinguished ministers, whose names 
have so much honored the town of 
Boston. The house was crowded, 
and a very large and silent audience 
witnessed the solemnities of the day, 
Boston, Fan. 22, 1810. 
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ORDINATION. 


ORDAINED, at Whiting, on 
Thursday the 25th ult. the Rev, Jus- 
TIn Parsons, over the Church and 


‘Society in that place. Rev. Jonathan 


Hovey made the introductory prayer ; 
Rev. Holland Weeks preached the 


‘sermon; Rev. Ebenezer Hibbard 


made the consecrating prayer; Rev. 
Jedediah Bushnell gave the charge; 
Rev, Silas Parsons gave the right 
hand of fellowship ; and Rev. Rufus 
Cushman made the concluding prayer. 
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THE PURSUIT OF FAME. 


‘¢ For they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.?’ 


Jouy, xii. 43, 


WHY should I toil and strive for Fame ; 
Why waste my life in care and trouble, 
To gain the splendor of a name, 


Ar best a glitt’ring, transient bubble ? 
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Efforts can ne’er insure success, 

And brilliant prospects oft deceive ; 
Exertion fails desire to bless, 

And hope but leaves the mind to grieve. 


Tis oft a boon by chance bestow’d, 
Becoming thus the villian’s prize ; 

Slander with scorn the best may load, 
While high in Fame the worthless rise. 


And when the gaudy toy we gain, 
The joys, it yields, are few and poor, 
°T will not the passion’s rage restrain, 
Nor from th’ assaults of grief secure. 


?T will not the wants of nature fill, 

Nor cheer the mind when whelm’d in wo ; 
°T will not misfortune’s tempest still, 

Nor cease a milder gale to blow. 


It is 2 good, we can’t retain ; 

For, if we err, the charm we break ; 
And former merit oft is vain, 

If life be stamp’d with one mistake. 


Or else will envy blast our joys ; 
Fiend-like desire, supremely blest 
When she another’s hopes destroys 
And sees fierce anguish rend his breast. 


On the wild waves our joys we place, 
To the rude winds we trust our peace, 
If on renown, our bliss we raise, 


The sport and play-thing of caprice. 


But should renown onr path attend, 
From envy and caprice secure, 

Soon will arrive its destin’d end ; 
’T will but thro’ life’s short day endure. 


’T will not disease’s rage control, 
’T will not delay the parting breath, 
‘Twill not the trembling heart console, 


And light with hope the gloom of death. 


’T will not attend beyond the grave, 
And yield us joy in worlds unknown ; 

*T will not from condemnation save, 

And with immortal glory crown. 
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Yet as the means to bless mankind 
And truth’s dominion to maintain, 

The wish may fire the virtuous mind, 

Nor then the thirst for Fame be vaix. 












And if where duty points the road, 
Fame be th’ attendant on thy way, 
Employ it as the gift of God, 
Conferr’d to strengthen virtue’s sway. 








If we at heavett our wislres aim; 
And seek the God of love to plegse, 
Qur toil will not o’erwhelm with shame, 
Nor pierce our hearts with keen distress. 








He knows each object, we desire, _ 
And kindly eyes each virtuous aim ; 

His smiles e’en now such joys inspire, 
As far transcend the bliss of Fame. 


















And when the night of death shall come, 
Triumphant shall our souls rémove, 
Enter with hopé the dreary tomb, 
And endless glory share above. , ' 


Cease, then, to chase the glitt’ring toy, 
Ye eager vot’ries of renown, 
Transfer your hearts to nobler joy, 
And seek a bright, unfading crown. 
EuPHRANOR: 
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